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Established in 1983, 
Life Foundation is a 

non-profi t, tax-exempt 
organization that is 

dedicated to stopping 
the spread of HIV and to 
assisting people who are 

living with 
HIV and AIDS.

Anyone seeking HIV 
information or 

assistance can call the 
Life Foundation at 

808-521-AIDS 
(521-2437).  All services 

are free and absolutely 
confi dential.

Life Foundation
677 Ala Moana Blvd. 

Suite 226
Honolulu, HI 96813

(808) 521-2437
www.lifefoundation.org

mail@lifefoundation.org
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JOIN US
ONLINE! 

In an effort to save money and the environ-
ment, Life Foundation is launching a more 
compact quarterly newsletter and has expanded 
its online presence!  

We encourage everyone to visit www.life-
foundation.org for the most up to date informa-
tion and news on our programs and services.

At www.lifefoundation.org, you can also sign 
up for one of our many eNewsletters.  

You may choose from several eNewsletters to 
receive, including those tailored towards people 
living with HIV/AIDS, or newsletters with 
volunteer opportunities!  Life Foundation will 
never sell or share your email to anyone.

You can also keep updated about Life Foun-
dation through Facebook, Twitter, or MySpace.  
Simply search for us on these social networking 
sites, or fi nd the direct links on the homepage of 
lifefoundation.org.

  Thank you for being a part of our organiza-
tion, and please keep in touch! 

Visit Us! Volunteers at National HIV Testing Day encourage 
people to visit www.lifefoundation.org. 

Crime. Drugs. Homelessness. 
Financial crisis. AIDS.

With so many issues confront-
ing our community, it is hard for 
people to feel they can make a 
difference, but thanks to Aloha 
United Way, Hawaii residents 
have a simple way to ensure that 
their sup-
port changes 
lives.

For 90 
years, Aloha 
United Way 
has empowered thousands to 
help build a healthier and stron-
ger community through its an-
nual workplace giving campaign. 
Through October, AUW repre-
sentatives will visit businesses 
asking employees to use the 
payroll deduction system ... the 

easiest way to make a difference.
Life Foundation has been an 

AUW partner agency for 21 years, 
resulting in hundreds of thousands 
of dollars to support our mission.

This fall, we ask all our donors 
and volunteers to support AUW. The 
campaign representative or your 

human resource offi cer can 
provide you with an easy, 
one-page form that allows 
you to do a one-time con-
tribution by check or credit 
card or several scheduled 

deductions through your paycheck 
that - although appear small - greatly 
help organizations like Life Founda-
tion.

AUW also offers you fl ex-
ibility in how you wish your 
support to be used. Donors can 
designate their donation to an 

organization of their choice.  
To do this, simpley selct “D” 
on the donor designation form 
and include Life Foundation’s 
agency number, which is 96650. 
By doing so, 100 percent of your 
support comes directly to Life 
Foundation;

Life Foundation thanks the 
donors who designated their 
gift to Life Foundation last year 
and encourages all our donors, 
volunteers and clients to join 
this growing list when the AUW 
stops at your workplace. 

If your employer does not partici-
pate, encourage them to do so or you 
can contribute by visiting www.auw.
org and download the Donor Choice 
Form. To learn more about AUW, 
its programs and 96 partner 
agencies, visit www.auw.org .

ALOHA UNITED WAY: YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE



Don’t forget to stop in at any 
Foodland with your Makai card 
and make your donation to 
Life Foundation in September 
through Give Aloha!

Foodland’s annual charitable 
giving program, Give Aloha 

allows all Makai 
card holders to 
make donations to 
the charity of their 
choice the entire 
month of September.

To make a donation, simply 

tell your cashier and 
reference Life Founda-
tion’s Give Aloha num-
ber, which is 77233!
Foodland & Western 

Union’s matching program 
makes your gift go even further!
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DAVID JOHN, MD
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Foundation   
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Risk Solution Partners

DIANNE ROBINSON
Community Volunteer
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IN THE NEWS: 
HIV AND CONFIDENTIALITY

I’m sure many of you have seen the recent 
press about Rhonda Wong-Fernandez being 
sentenced to one year in prison for posting in-
formation about another woman’s HIV status 
on her MySpace page.

This happened here in Hawaii, here on 
Oahu.  

At Life Foundation, we strive to educate 
the public to see HIV/AIDS as a health is-
sue, rather than a moral one. People should 
not be persecuted, threatened or have to live 
with any burden of secrecy on top of the chal-
lenges of living with HIV.  

Unfortunately, stigma and ignorance 
towards HIV and AIDS still persist in our so-
ciety, as we have seen during the recent court 
case against Ms. Wong-Fernandez.  

Confi dentiality of one’s HIV status is 
important. During my more than 15 years as 
Executive Director of Life Foundation, I have 
seen fi rst hand people abandoned by their 
family and friends once their HIV status is 
disclosed, and face heartbreaking prejudice 
and discrimination. 

I have also seen families and members of 
our community embrace and support those 
living with HIV with acceptance and love.  

The point is that only the person living with 
this terrible disease has the right to disclose 
his or her own status. It’s as simple as that. 

This right is protected by the state, and 
those who violate this right will be punished, 
as in the case of Ms. Wong-Fernandez. 

How we, as a community, choose to re-
spond to those who disclose their HIV status 
is up to us - either with fear and shame, or 
with love and support. 

For those who choose not to disclose their 
HIV status, we only have one choice - to 
respect their privacy.

Paul Groesbeck
Executive Director of Life Foundation

Visit starbulletin.com for a full version of the 
article. Search for “Wong-Fernandez.”
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575
Number Of

People
Tested
For HIV

23
Number 
Of New

HIV-Positive
People Who 
Registered

As Life
Foundation 

Clients

671
Number Of 

Active Clients
Receiving
Services 

At Life
Foundation

26
Number Of

Meals Served 
Through Life 
Foundation’s 

Hot Meals 
Program

5,010
Prevention 

Contacts Made 
By Life 

Foundation
Staff To At-

Risk Individuals

12,984
Number Of 
Condoms 

Distributed 
By Prevention 
Team Members

Don’t Forget To Give Aloha At Foodland In September!



LifeLines is the quarterly 
newsletter of Life 
Foundation.

Comments and questions 
can be sent to:

Life Foundation
Melanie Moore
677 Ala Moana Blvd. 
Suite 226
Honolulu, HI 96813
808-521-2437 ext. 252
mmoore@lifefoundation.org
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The following businesses, organizations and individuals contributed to Life Foundation between 
April 1, 2009 and June 30, 2009.

Businesses & Organizations

DONOR 
PROFILE

Anonymous (5)
Anthony Austin
Carl & Margaret Berger
Amy Bossler
Delbert Brooks
Michael Buchanan
Ron Cannarella
Cornelius Carmody, III
Lurline Crouch
Eleanora Dalton
Timothy Falls
Eric Gay
Patricia Gozemba
Paul Gracie
Jeff Grygier
Warwick Gregson
Jean Hankin
Suzanne King & Tambry Young

Carolyn Koehler
Jack Law
Steven & Catherine Levinson
David Maicach
Steven Magan
Roberta Matsuda
Marienne McClure & Dianne Robinson
Keith Medina
Pamela Monson
Donald Munro
Tara O’Neil & Jesse Faige
Alex Oshiro
Ken Plonsky
Joseph Postema
Catherina Pudwill
Robert Rameyer
Donald Riseborough
Suwit “Jack” Somponpun

Individuals

Abbott Virology
Aloha United Way
Asian & Pacifi c Islander American Health Forum
Asian & Pacifi c Islander Wellness Center
Bristol-Myers Squibb Company
Centers For Disease Control & Prevention
City & County of Honlulu
Clutch
Enterprise Rent A Car
Gilead Sciences, Inc.
Hawaii State Department of Health
Honolulu Medical Group Research & Education 
Foundation
Hula’s Bar & Lei Stand
Imperial Court of Hawaii
Iona Contemporary Dance Theatre
Kennedy Theatre

Kosasa Foundation (ABC Stores)
Kumu Kahua Theatre
MAC Cosmetics
Macy’s Foundation
McDonald’s Restaurants of Hawaii
Manoa Valley Theatre
Offi ce of Minority Health Resource Center
OnLine Resources
Pacifi c Bar Associates
Pfi zer, Inc.
Roche Pharmaceuticals
The Safeway Foundation
Tenent Healthcard Foundation
Tibotec Therapeutics
United Way of California/Capital Region
Wantanabe Florists

Support Life Foundation!
Please consider making a donation to fi ght AIDS in Hawaii with Life Foundation. 

Donations are accepted online at www.lifefoundation.org, or via mail at: 

Life Foundation
677 Ala Moana Blvd. Suite 226 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Questions?  Contact Donald Bentz at 808-521-2437, x 238, or dbentz@lifefoundation.org

Michael
Garcia
Oceanic Time 
Warner Cable;
Waikiki

Years Of
Support: 4

Why:
“life is the most 
precious thing 
we have and 
preserving life is
priceless. I count 
it a privilege to be 
able to give and 
support the
Life Foundation.”



677 Ala Moana Blvd. Suite 226
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813
Phone: 808-521-2437
Fax: 808-521-1279
www.lifefoundation.org
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FASHION AND 
FUN FOR A 
CAUSE!
On July 25th, help stop AIDS in Hawaii at Fashion for Life, a benefi t for 
Life Foundation!  

Fashion for Life will be held at Thirtynine Hotel on Saturday, July 25, 7 
p.m. - 2 a.m. Enjoy fashion, music, tasty tapas, and drinks! Great raffl e 
prizes from Diesel, Second Skin and more.  

Sounds provided by Nocturnal Sound Crew, body painting by Sarah 
Rorvig, and models wearing the hottest looks from Jessica’s Travel-
ling Boutique, Clutch, Allison Izu and more!! 21+ welcome, $10 cover 
(includes raffl e ticket). 

For more information, contact Kandice Johns at 808-521-2437 x 250 or 
via email at kjohns@lifefoundation.org. 

. Fashion for Life
Thirtynine Hotel

July 25, 2009 • 7 p.m. until 2 a.m.

Design by Ryan Weaver


